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Chapter 1

READING

MONEY PERSPECTIVE AND BANK IN ISLAM

Discussion about money and bank cant be
separated from debate on interest that’s considered by
some Islamic scholars as usury which’s forbidden by al-
Quran. The debate about whether the bank interest is
regarded as usury or not has gone on for a long time and
until now it has remained going on pro and contra
opinion. Islamic society has used money since it has been
recognized as barter replacement in economy. The
problems that appear as a consequence from money use
as a payment instrument and banking institution as its
proponent factor has just appeared in Islamic trade in the
20t century. The main law problem that is discussed at

the beginning stage in connection with money and bank is
usury and interest.

This explanation, however, is not involved in pro and
contra position toward interest concept (namely the
debate on bank interest as usury), but it quests how
money conception and bank in a system without interest,
although it can’t be separated from the discussion about

the usury itself, and some opinions about interest in the
conventional banks.

Islamic writers realize the money use in all kind of
functions both as exchange instrument, wealth depositor,
and transfer proponent from barter system to money
economical system. But they agree the prohibition of
usury al-fadhl (riba’ al-fadhl) as a concept which must be
avoided in economy, in the framework of restraining and
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curbing money economy which is considered un;

ust, the
it has to change to become the economical ratio

nal money

This topic is interesting enough, thinking of mtel‘eat
system in banking (rente stelsel) begins to be convinced by
some experts as one of factors that results in worsemn
economic situation. According Lord Boyd Orr (Suhaul
1970), the interest system is main cause of economlca]
shocks recently, both in the form of periodical CTisig,
striking difference in national income distribution, and iy

the form of obstacles which hamper perfect capita)
investment.

Because of the trade —as human being effort looking
for profit that’s justified by al-Quran- in the
contemporary economical system nowadays has involveq
the function of bank in such a way. Because of this, the
interest becomes one of the important factors tha
emerges investment and society savings. The money
concept and bank without the interest is difficult to be
convinced by some societies as solution alternative of
economical problems, both on the household economical
level and the national economy.

Tight money policy that still prevails now proves that
the interest system as investment activator factor and
savings in Indonesia economy isn’t the only best way
overcoming people’s economical weakness. An alternative
concept must be developed. The existence of Bank
Muamalat Indonesia (BMI) is a challenge to prove that the
Islamic concept in monetary field can be an alternative
Therefore, the main problem which is necessary to bt
discussed is why the banking system without interes!
must be considered as one of the alternative concepts’
And how the concept mentioned is carried out?

Adapted and translated from ‘Reorientasi Wawasan Ekonoﬂ’:]
Perspektif Uang dan Bank dalam Islam’ by Syafarudin Alwi 4'3
Muhammadiyah dan NU: Reorientasi Wawasan Keislaman, pp- 1
145, LPP UMY LKPSM NU dan PP Al-Muhsin Yogyakarta, 1993.
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KEY WORDS AND PHRASES

separated (v) = dipisahkan
debate (n) = perdebatan
interest (n) = bunga bank
considered (v) = dianggap/dipertimbangkan

Islamic scholars (n) = ulama

usury (n) = riba

opinion (n) = pendapat
replacement (n) = pengganti
payment (n) = pembayaran
proponent (n) = pendukung
main (adj.) = utama

stage (n) = tahap

involved (v) = terlibat

all sorts of (adj.) = berbagai
depositor (n) = penyimpan
wealth (n) = kekayaan
agree (v) = gepakat
framework (n) = kerangka
restraining (vbl.) = mengendalikan
curbing (vbl.) = mengekang
thinking of (vbl.) = mengingat
result ... in (v) = mengakibatkan
striking (adj.) = menyolok
obstacle (n) = rintangan
hamper (v) = menghambat
profit (n) = keuntungan
justified (v) = dibenarkan

in such a way (adv.) = sedemikian rupa
savings (n) = tabungan
overcoming (vbl.) = mengatasi

Answer the questions based on the text above!
1. How do some Islamic scholars consider the interest?
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Chapter 2
READING

YOGYA TOWN CULTURE:
SECLUDED AND WILD CHILDREN

Recently, the shifts of youth pattern of social and
cultural behavior occurred in Yogya. If this will be
observed and paid close attention seriously, it needs multi
method from the amount research efforts. Human,
society, and history, in essence passes continuously from
our knowledge by leaving just one or two traces that we
understand just little and realize as wave and swell that
change in every second.

De-intellectualization process (that is turned by
hedonism and consumerism always goes on along with
de-politization process (even that is filled by education to
authorize) has created youth with double personality. On
the one side, they are secluded children and spoilt
children. On the other side, however, at the same time
they are also wild children that their ethic is low and fool

in social manner.
Seclusion has its ‘lot’ itself in the map of cultural
and social behavior of secluded children. Meanwhile, its

other lot is used to release the wild nature, at the
beginning it is in the form of freedom essence,

independence, and creativity.
If they are prohibited to be creative and experimental
in qualified and relevant fields, so their intelligence and

experiment will be staged at the pathways or on the
entertainment places. This has no qualified content,
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Chapter 3

1. READING

DEMOCRACY

Democracy is antique in Indonesia not only from its
basic idea, but also from its controversy. In the history
around the Proclamation, we find democracy problem had
become the sharp debate problem among the Republic
founders. We recognize their jargons: “coundl”,
‘representtatives”, “people”, “committee”, “consensus”,
and so on. Also there is a more contemporary term:
“delegation of authority”, “decision by representation”,
“rule of law”, “majority rule and minority right”, and so on.
We have to know all of them. But it seems impossible we
realize really to understand its purpose, especially
describing exactly how each who claims the democracy
behaves. Instead, it is said there are among others of them
who are so enthusiastic to perform democracy, but they
don't put it in practice in their daily actual living.

But “democrats comprehend democracy” may be still
learn the theoretical view that is “more valid” about politic
authority on people circle. As becoming Syi'ah scholars
sharp criticism objective (Hamid Inayat, for instance),
Sunnah grow-up politics theory (so of course relating to a
majority part of people) is oriented to security and
stability, so becoming conservative and anti-change. A
change can bring disorder (fawdla). So, Kiyahi Shalih from
Semarang, for instance, in one of his books written in
Javanese and inscribed in Pegon Arabic clarified the
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Chapter 4

I. READING

GENERAL ELECTIONS SYSTEM
AND PARTY SYSTEM

Discussing general elections shall give impression as
efforts launching reconstruction and recommendation for
birth of a politics behavior. This conforms more to society

development for altogether purposes direction according
to situation and periodic condition that exist.

The party system influence toward people represent-
tation institution behavior has already had characteristic
in a certain direction. Discussing general elections will
obtain specific things. These will not be found if the
discussion is done related to party system influence
toward people representation institution behavior.

Conceptually, what is meant by party system is a
condition that indicates how absolute majority in the
people representation institution is formed. In other
words, talking about composition in people representation
institution is the same as talking about party system.

Multi party system goes on if absolute majority for
getting decision in people representation institution 1is
always formed on the basis of corporation between two
forces. If absolute majority is always hold by one of two
biggest forces as by turns, so the party system is called
two parties. Meanwhile, if absolute majority is always
dominated by the only party or the only biggest party, so it
is called one party system, one invisible party system, or
hegemonic party.
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Chapter 5

TRADITITON OF MARRIAGE
IN SOUTH SULAWESI

There are four kinds of marriage in South Sulawesi.

The first is arranged marriage. It happens if parents want

N to marry off their daughters or sons, but their children
have their own choice. For example, they want to continue

their study or have their own boyfriends or girlfriends.
Although the children disagree, the parents still marry

them with the parent’s choice. The second is mixed
marriage. It usually happens to young couple who come

from different tribes in South Sulawesi. For example, a
Maccasarnese man wants to marry a Bugisnese girl; they

can build a family although they come from different
ethnic group. The next is across-family marriage. The
young couple comes from the same family. In South
Sulawesi, it is considered an ideal marriage although it is

not necessarily so. The purpose is to keep their wealth as

“ well as to establish nobility. They are prohibited to marry
servants or people who do not come from the noble man.
Finally, elopement is a kind of marriage that is not
blessed. The parents do not allow a man who wants to

! marry their daughters. Sometimes the young couple
persists in doing it although the man can’t afford to pay
dowries. The man has to pay much money, otherwise, he

does not get the girls. According to Koentjaraningrat in his

book ‘Manusia dan Kebudayaan Indonesia’, a man’s
status is determined in part by the dowries. It has been
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Chapter 6

LmDIlG

BCIENCE IN THE MUSLIM WORLD

One of the fascinating episodes in the history of science
Wm”ﬂw.mﬁm of scientific theories and techniques
from Greece in the early centuries of new era, Greek science
moved into the Middle and Near East, where it was kept alive.
Then it was slowly adopted in the Christian West during the
Middle Ages. Thus we find this strange historical situation.
For hundreds of years Europe, the ultimate home of modern
science, went almost without any scientific activity. But
PcraianandArabicschoolaoIscicmeﬂouﬁslwdandmadc
otable contributions to Greek tradition, which they had
recently inherited.

ScicnﬁﬁCideanercﬁrstbwughttoPcmiabyagroupof
early Greek Christians. They established schools of science
and medicine. After the Muslims conquered, the region in
AD. 637, scholarsofﬂmeschoolsu-amlatedmcirtcxtsinto
Arabic.ArabicwasthcoommonlanguagcofallMuslims
(people who followed the teachings of Mohammed). And so
]mowled@ofscicnccandmedidnespreadthroughlslam—thc
countricsinwhichMuslim}iVed.Duﬁngtthﬂ'cenmrythe
IalanﬂCworldreachcdfromSpainwoenu'alAsia,andinme
ﬁmeallthescareaswerclinkedbyacommﬂnlanguaﬂcanda

common culture.

The Islamic scientists followed a tradition started'by
t amounts of information

the Greeks. This was to bring vas :
together into books of the kind we call encyclopedias.

63
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Chapter 7

. . Europe Uni
Foreign Minister Aristide Bri P On, proposed by

) and (1862 - 1932) of France
in 1930. They also supported the Kellogg-Briand Pact

(Pact of Paris) of 1928 and the ill-fated disarmament some
of the movements were in favor of suggestions for a federal
union on a regional or global basis. One such plan was for
a United States of Europe. Another was Union now, in
which the United States would join either Great Britain or
with all the other leading democracies of the world.

World War II was another blow to hopes for peace.
The horror of that war and the even greater horror of war
in the nuclear age have given new life movements to
prevent war and to lay the foundation for real peace.
Peace movements sincere or otherwise exist in all parts of
the world. Peace conferences and organizations dedicated
to peace are features of present-today international life.
The international Peace/Disarmament Directory list some

1,400 peace organizations.
great peace

The United Nations itself is &
organization. Many of the existing peace movcm;r;;sc :,:::
been organized to support it. The European

73
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